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	Nursery hand

	BODY DEMANDS

	

	
	FREQUENCY

	BODY PART
	Occasional
	Frequent
	Constant

	Neck
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	Back
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	Shoulders
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	Elbows
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	Wrists / Fingers
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	Legs
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	Critical Physical Demands
NOTE: the work occurs on a casual basis.
	Frequency

	POSTURAL DEMANDS
	

	Standing and walking 
	Constant

	Sitting - varies depending on the task.  Occurs if using a forklift.
	Occasional to frequent

	Stooping - when leaning into storage bins.
	Occasional to frequent

	Twisting/rotation - when handling canes.
	Frequent

	Squatting/kneeling - when working in the glasshouse.
	Occasional

	MANUAL HANDLING DEMANDS
	

	Lifting - the weights handled vary and can be approximately 2 kg for a bundle of 100 canes, 4 kg for a bundle of 200 canes and approximately 10 to 15 kg per box containing 200 canes with vermiculite. 

	Occasional to frequent

	Pushing/Pulling - low to moderate force when moving wheelbarrows, pallet/pallet jacks, using a shovel, when potting and when using a pallet jack.
	Occasional to frequent


	Carrying - tools and equipment.
	Frequent


	Reaching
	

	Forward - varies from close to mid-range and sometimes greater.

	Frequent 

	Vertical - varies between ground level and sometimes up to shoulder height.  Mostly at waist height.

	Frequent 

	Handling/grasping - both hands would be used with the majority of tasks.  Repetitive use of secateurs can be required.
	Constant

	Please refer to Nursery Hand Duties List (next page).

	EMPLOYERS COMMITMENT

	Our company supports early return to work of its employees and suggest the following alternative duties:

1. ____________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________

	DOCTOR’S NOTES

	

	OFFICE USE ONLY

	Employee’s Name:
	Date:

	Doctor:
	PMC #:


	 nursery hand DUTIES


	Nursery hands undertake specific work in viticultural nurseries operated by some wineries.  The work is casual and seasonal.  The tasks undertaken include the following;
Grafting 

The grafting of vines occurs between approximately mid August and the end of October each year.  At the nursery operated by Yalumba, approximately 1,000,000 root stocks are grafted each year.  The process involves the following;
· A bundle of root stock is taken from a pallet sized bin.  A single root stock is removed from the bundle, the base is cut with secateurs, the rootstock is dipped into root hormone and rootstock is then disbudded with secateurs or a knife.

· The particular variety being grafted is cut with secateurs into sections and then cut in an angle in between the buds.  The part being grafted onto the rootstock is known as the scion.  
· The scion and the rootstock are placed together and joined together in an air operated machine.  This is operated with a footpedal.
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Vinefera

This particular task is done on a seasonal basis approximately June and November each year.  At the nursery operated by Yalumba, approximately 150,000 are done per year.  The process involves the following;
· Bundles of variety are handled.  Individual canes are removed and dipped into a plant hormone (IBA or Indole Butyric Acid).  If the
· The canes are bundled up and placed into vermiculite in a plastic bin.
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Trimming

Trimming occurs between approximately mid June and mid-August each year.  1-year-old vines are handled, cut with secateurs and the canes are then bundled up and taped in quantities of 25.  These are then sent to customers.

Callusing

The process of callusing involves the following;
· 200 canes are placed into waxed cardboard boxes.  The couple box is filled with vermiculite.  Each box varies between approximately 10 to 15 kg.  The difference in weight depends on the level of saturation.

· The boxes are placed on a pallet.  Pallets are transferred into the callus room where the conditions are set at 28° Celsius and 80% humidity.  The
· The process occurs for approximately 14 days.  During this period, the canes are checked.

· The boxes are brought out of the callus rooms and the canes are planted in glasshouses or in field nurseries.
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Glasshouses
Different duties are undertaken in glasshouses;

· Grafted varieties are potted and placed onto pallets.

· Grafted varieties are taken outside and trimmed using a hedge cutter.

· Cuttings are taken from tall plants (mother vines), put into trays of Oasis for 3 weeks and then placed into pots.  The plants are then placed into the glasshouse.
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