
1

finlaysons.com.au

Securing Access to Water

Presented by 

Suzanne Dickey
Partner

5th Australian Wine Industry Environment Conference

23 September 2009

2finlaysons.com.au

Climate Change and Water Availability

• Agriculture

• Industry

• Critical Human Needs
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Climate Change and Water Availability

• Rainfall decreases

• Temperature and Evaporation increase
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Water Sources

• Water courses 

• Groundwater

• Surface water 

• Wastewater
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The Right to Access Water

• Past

• Present
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Statutory Framework in South Australia

• Natural Resources Management Act 2004

• Irrigation Act 2009
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National Water Initiative

• Water access entitlements and planning

• Water markets and trading

• Integrated management of water for the environment

• Water resource accounting
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Water Licence

• Entitlement

• Allocation

• Works Approval

• Use Approval
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Entitlement

• Right to specific share of water

• Expressed in unit shares

• Consumptive pool

• Classes
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Allocation

• Actual volume of water

• May vary from year to year

• Transferable asset
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Works Approval

• Permission to construct, operate and maintain works to 
take water

• Not transferable
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Site Use Approval

• Permission to use water at a particular location in a 
particular way

• Not transferable to another location

• Exemptions
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Impact of Unbundling

• Faster purchase and transfer of allocations and 
entitlements

• National consistency

• Additional paperwork
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